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Abstract: The paper will examine how research into law and information technology matters affects 
the changing legal information environment.  

After a few preliminary points on law and information technology (1T) research in general, the paper 
will proceed to discuss representative examples of such research being carried out by EC Member 
State universities and commercial organisations. These examples will then be compared with law 
and law-related projects taken from European Community R&D programmes such as ESPRIT, 
DELTA, RACE, ERASMUS and COMETT and in particular AIM.  

On the basis of the observations and conclusions drawn from the comparison, the paper then pursues 
the question, why is the subject of law so poorly represented in European Community research 
programmes? In an attempt to answer this question the paper will demonstrate that while lawyers are 
poorly represented in EC backed R&D, there is indeed, much for the law and lawyers to do.  

Although the paper goes on to voice grave concern over the poor involvement of legal practitioners 
and researchers in EC R&D, it concludes on an optimistic note by suggesting practical remedies.  

1. Introduction  

Struggling with the detail of the new European Value Added Tax scheme it is sometimes very 
uplifting to delve into the past and ponder upon how things were. Article 41. of Magna Carta for 
instance, held that,  

"All merchants may safely and securely go out of England, and come into England, and delay and 
pass through England, as well by land as by water, for the purpose of buying and selling, free from 
all evil taxes, subject to the ancient and right customs-..."(1)  

Some 700 years on the changed legal environment has managed to bring about the freedom of 
movement of goods and services for most of Europe. Doing away with "evil taxes" will however 
take a little longer.  
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1.1 "Where have all the lawyers gone?"  

Historical perspectives illustrate most graphically just how the legal environment has changed. It will 
be curious to see how future historians evaluate the impact of information technology upon all of us, 
not just lawyers. They will no doubt draw attention to the role played by the European Union and the 
Framework Programmes of Community research, technological development and demonstration 
(RTD).  

The Framework Programmes of which we are now in the fourth, lay the foundations for RTD in the 
European Community. Many of the RTD programmes more familiar to us, such as DELTA (2), 
RACE, AIM, ERASMUS and COMETT can be regarded as sub-programmes. Whereas in the First 
Framework Programme, information technology was one of many areas covered, it has, with the 
Fourth Framework Programme, acquired a dominant role.  

Some subject areas, e.g. education, and indeed some professions, for example health care with AIM I 
and AIM II (AIM stands for Advanced Informatics in Medicine), have profited directly from the 
Framework Programmes. In contrast, the law as a subject and lawyers as a group have fared badly. 
This is actually quite a paradox as,  

a. there is indeed a lot of law and information activity going on in the EU Members States, and  

b. all the Framework Programmes have only been able to come about as a result of quite radical 
changes to the European legal environment, in other words the establishment of a "new legal 
order"' (3)  

In an attempt to shed light on this paradox this paper will,  

� set the scene,  
� briefly outline law and information developments in academia and commerce in the United 

Kingdom, Germany, France and the Netherlands,  
� briefly introduce the European Union Framework Programmes and illustrate the possibilities 

by referring to the AIM programmes,  
� review what law based projects are being conducted,  
� examine why the law and lawyers have fared so poorly, and  
� make constructive suggestions as to how the anomaly can be redressed.  

2. Setting the Scene  

Before we have a look at law and IT activity in the four sample Member States it will be useful to 
clear up a few preliminary points.  

2.1 Promoting Legal Information  

The first point is to establish the perspective from which these views are being delivered. This is best 
done by a few words on Online Consultants International.  

We describe Online Consultants International as a legal information consultancy. The firm grew out 
of the frustration experienced conducting comparative law research. We have monitored and at times 
contributed to developments both academic and commercial, in law and information technology in 
various EU Member States over the last 5 years. One of the specialist areas involves the 
dissemination of EC information, especially EC law. In this capacity we not only advise on how to 
participate in European Community RTD projects but also submit proposals ourselves. For example, 
in 1988 we submitted a project for the DELTA Programme which sought to link the law departments 
of UCW Aberystwyth in the United Kingdom, with that of Caen in France and Wurzburg in 
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Germany for the purposes of distance learning (4).  

2.2 The Driving Anxieties  

The second point is that the views expressed in the paper are driven by certain anxieties which have 
surfaced over the last few years. These anxieties have arisen as a result of our work with law and 
information technology.  

2.2.1 The Technology  

The dominance of technology has given cause for concern. The last two decades have witnessed a 
staggering increase in computing power. Early attempts to integrate EDP were primarily technology 
driven and failed to take into account organisational and managerial aspects as well as the need for 
long term financing. A particularly good example in this respect was the deployment of EDP 
(Electronic Data Processing) in the French courts during the 1980s (Scheuermann, 1993; Barbet, 
1989). Initiated by the Ministry of Justice, the project, well received at first, ran into organisational, 
managerial and financial problems.  

True, we are all wiser with hindsight and much of the work undertaken in France was genuinely 
pioneering. Nevertheless, the general point is still pertinent, that the integration of EDP into existing 
organisational structures in not just an issue of technology. That, there is a wider context that must 
be first of all seen and taken into consideration.  

There is also a danger that technology by fuelling an information explosion, will make it all the more 
difficult to see the overall context. Consider the two examples:  

a. The ERASMUS Programme 

The ERASMUS Programme was set up by the Commission of the European Communities to provide 
for the inter-change of students and staff between European Universities. While generally speaking, 
the law and lawyers have not fared too well from European R&D projects, the ERASMUS 
Programme is the glaring exception. There have been over 100 exchange programmes in which law 
and language students have been able to participate.  

It would make sense to capitalise upon the opportunities given to the students by enabling them to 
build upon their time abroad through distance learning schemes. Although the DELTA programme 
has laid foundations for developing such possibilities, there are to date no DELTA projects serving 
such a purpose. This would suggest that some resources are not being used as efficiently as they 
could be.  

b. The Demise of "Rechtsinformatik" and Legal Publishers  

In Germany, the removal of "Rechtsinformatik"; i.e. the academic subject of law and information 
technology, (see 3.2.1 below) as an examinable subject has increased the difficulty students have in 
obtaining some kind of IT training within the period of their legal education (Wolf, 1994; Schmidt, 
1993). Yet, Germany, seen in terms of products offered, has the biggest law and IT market. How 
buoyant can the market continue to be, faced with a future customer base with poor computer skills?  

2.2.2 The Impact of IT on the law  

The impact of IT on the law itself has been seriously underestimated and warrants intensive study. 
Referring once more to the example of the modernisation of the French Courts, the initiative driven 
as it was by the Ministry of Justice, a central organ in Paris, failed to adequately take into account 
the autonomy of the decentralised courts. These problems, coupled with the managerial, 

Page 3 of 13Fanning

03/04/2005http://www.bileta.ac.uk/94papers/fanning.html



organisational and financial difficulties, required that the initiative be re-examined and later re-
launched (Scheuermann, 1993).  

Drawing upon our own experience at Online Consultants International it is curious that some 
commercial database producers still find it hard to accept that a pricing structure for one jurisdiction 
cannot be simply transferred to another (Fanning, 1993). It is not just a question whether lawyers 
might use legal information differently. Rather the environment in which the lawyers find 
themselves may not allow them to use information in the way their colleagues do in another 
jurisdiction. For example, it seems English lawyers are not encouraged to bring reams of LEMS 
handouts with them into court (Bing, 1992). In Germany, lawyers fees for work other than 
counselling, are fixed by law. This acts as a disincentive to search extensively on a database as the 
costs cannot be transferred to the client.  

2.2.3 The Impact of the Law on IT  

We live in a highly regulated world. This has become more so with the emergence of the European 
Community. Small firms require a lot of legal information, more so for compliance than for disputes. 
To whom should they turn? Apparently not to lawyers. Our experience, and that of other legal 
information publishers, is that lawyers are a relatively small group of EC information users.  

The Department of Trade and Industry's SPEARHEAD database and its EUROBASES cousin, INFO 
92 are interesting developments. They are attempts to bring essentially legal information to non-
lawyers. In other words, to make the law understandable to the public. Similarly, one of the few law-
related multimedia projects receiving EU funding, is called HAZARD and is designed "to inform, 
instruct and train workers and managers in the general principles of health and safety at work,.." (5) 
Are we seeing a counter reaction to the legal specialist, reminiscent perhaps of Napoleon's personal 
supervision of the drafting of the Code Civil?  

The development of the Single Market will promote ever greater contact between Europe's legal 
systems. Wandering traders carry with them foreign ideas. Notions of fair trade and commerce 
moulded in their native jurisdiction may not be transferable to another as firms who have crossed 
swords with German anti-competition law will know to their cost (6)  

The collective effect of these anxieties is that the dominance of technology and the difficulty of 
seeing an overall picture, will lead to a situation in which teachers of law and lawyers are likely to be 
manoeuvred into a position where they only marginally affect the changing legal environment.  

2.3 Legal Aspects  

A small but vital point in the context of EU RTD projects, is that it is necessary to distinguish 
between,  

a. projects where the law is, or lawyers are, the object of study; and  

b. projects that require a legal aspects contribution.  

Those lawyers and law teachers who are currently involved in European Community research and 
development projects are concerned with "legal aspects". An example is the Legal Advisory Board 
(LAB) set up by DG XIII. This board, which contributes extensively to the IMPACT Programme, 
advises on legal matters concerning the information market. Priority areas are intellectual property, 
authentication of electronic signatures, computer fraud, liability and confidentiality in relation to 
information services, confidentiality of database searches and protection of privacy.  

The kind of projects being sought in this paper are those in point a., i.e. projects where the law or 
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lawyers are the object of study.  

3. EU Member State Law and IT Activity  

Under the LITE Initiative, more of which later, Online Consultants International is compiling a 
database entitled Who's Who in Law and Information Technology. The aim of the project is to 
provide a single source of up-to-date information on organisations and individuals throughout 
Europe who are not only active in the law and information technology world, but are also looking for 
partners for the purposes of participating in European Community RTD projects. The following, 
admittedly very broad, assessment of law and information technology activity in the United 
Kingdom, Germany, France and the Netherlands, is drawn from information compiled in the course 
of building the database.  

3.1 United Kingdom  

3.1.1 Academic  

Whilst the number of universities involved in law and computing has increased over the last few 
years, some, for example Strathclyde, Durham, Warwick, UCW Aberystwyth, have a centre or 
department dedicated to the subject.  

Seen in a comparative context, what is striking about the experience of the United Kingdom is the 
centralised approach to the promotion of information technology and computer-based learning in 
legal education. The Law Technology Centre (LTC) and of course BILETA itself, are, I would 
suggest, derived benefits of such an approach, as is the successs of the Law Courseware 
Development Consortium.  

Although a variety of information technology areas, such as expert systems and hypertext, are well 
represented in university research projects, computer-based learning seems to occupy a very 
dominant position.  

3.1.2 Commercial  

Regarding electronic legal information publishers, Butterworths Telepublishing, UK hosts to the 
LEXIS service, and Context Ltd. stand out.  

Compared to the other Member States, the situation is very odd. It is taking a long time for the 
United Kingdom to acquire its own national legal information service. For someone who 
energetically promotes EC information it is embarrassing to express such an overtly nationalistic 
sentiment. Yet for the last five years whereas my German colleagues log on to juris in Saarbrucken 
for German law, my French colleagues to JURIDIAL in Paris for French law and my Dutch 
colleagues to KIuwer in Amsterdam for Dutch law, I have had to log on to Dayton, Ohio, USA for 
English law. The sentiment has less to do with flying the flag and rather more to do with the 
perception that a national legal information system may be regarded as a symbol of the legal system 
itself (Bing, 1992) and that these symbols have an important role to play in a constantly changing 
legal environment.  

The oddity of the English commercial market does not stop there. Context Ltd.'s flagship product is 
JUSTIS CELEX CD-ROM in English, German and French versions. Other language versions are 
planned. Only later did Context Ltd. produce English law CD-ROMs.  

Compared with, say, their German counterparts, English legal publishers have been quiet as regards 
electronic publishing. Of note are the services provided by Legal Information Resources Ltd. in 
Yorkshire who provide fast and systematic access to legal literature.  
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3.2 Germany  

3.2.1 Academic  

Although Germany can boast a Chair of Law and Informatics (Lehrstuhl fur Rechtsinformatik) 
currently held by Professor Herberger at the University of the Saarland, Saarbrucken, there are few 
law schools actively involved in the law and information technology field. Of those that are 
involved, e.g. Hannover, Marburg, Tübingen, the scope of their activity varies widely.  

One should note that higher education in Germany is a matter for the individual Federal States, of 
which there are now 16 and, therefore, it is not surprising that there is no centralised activity akin to 
that of the Law Technology Centre. During the 1980's the so-called BundLänder CIP initiative, 
promoted the installation of computers in various universities (Jones, 1990). However, the impetus 
of the programme has been difficult to maintain with the result that the inherently heterogeneous 
nature of law and IT activity in Germany has been further entrenched by the piecemeal installation of 
hardware.  

Critical to the fate of law and information technology as a subject (in German "Rechtsinformatik") 
has been its removal from legal education as an examinable subject. This, coupled with the severe 
problem of overcrowding, the lack of resources and the pressure to pass exams, has had the effect 
that students, though interested, are not prepared to invest time in a subject for which there is no 
exam.  

The Max Planck Institutes which are specialist organisations for advanced legal studies, have as yet 
shown little interest in law and information technology.  

3.2.2 Commercial  

In contrast to the rather dismal view of "Rechtsinformatik" in the universities, the commercial sector 
has been positively hyperactive.  

The German legal information system is called juris and is provided by the German company Juris 
GmbH, which sits in Saarbrücken in the western part of Germany, close to the border with France. 
Started as a pilot project in the 1970's, Juris GmbH was set up in 1986 by the Federal Government, 
who still maintains a substantial majority share in the company (Fanning, 1990). Juris supports 14 
online databases and 11 CD-ROMs through which the online databases can be searched using a 
seamless interface.  

In contrast to the United Kingdom, the traditional legal publishers have taken quickly to electronic 
media. Virtually all the legal publishers distribute one or more CD-ROMs. Some also sell a range of 
diskette based products. The Carl Heymanns Verlag have in addition recently launched their own 
online service. Another publisher, MediConsult has been running an e-mail service similar to the 
Society of Computers and Law's SCROLL. In fact the jur-pc e-mail service was used to discuss 
UCW Aberystwyth's involvement in the 1988 DELTA proposal.  

MediConsult also publishes a directory of law CD-ROMs. At the last count there were well over 50 
law CD-ROMs, of which less than 4 cover non-German law subjects.  

Lawyers' software has also become big business, to such an extent that there are more software 
packages on the market than the market can cope with.  

3.3 France  

3.3.1 Academic  
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One of the most prominent and active organisations in France is the Institut de Recherche et 
d'E'tudes pour le Traitement de l'information juridique, (I.R.E.T.I.J.) in Montpellier. Professor Catala 
of the Institut is regarded as one of the pioneers of law and information technology in France.  

3.3.2 Commercial  

In France we have a choice between suppliers of national legal information, namely JURIDIAL 
hosted by Européenne de Données, a subsidiary of O.R. Télématique, or LEXlS-FRANCE which is 
provided for the LEXIS service by Télé Consult a subsidiary of "Le Point".  

Although a commercial undertaking there was government involvement setting up JURDIAL. 
Documents, be they legislation or case law, are first edited by the Centre national d'informatique 
juridique (C.N.I.J.), a service of the Official Journal and are then entered into the database, unlike 
LEXlS-FRANCE which inserts the documents on an "as is" basis.  

If CD-ROMs were the measure of an active legal information market, then France would appear to 
be lagging behind. After all there are only a few French law CD-ROMs and those that are, are CD-
ROM versions of extant online databases.  

Another yardstick with which to measure is of course the videotext service Minitel which offers 
access to over 40 law databases.  

Whereas only a small number of law publishers like Editions Techniques became directly involved 
in production of law databases, many have a presence, if only for distribution purposes, via Minitel.  

3.4 The Netherlands  

3.4.1 Academic  

Of the four countries under discussion the Netherlands appears to have the most institutes and 
departments devoted to the study of law and information technology. The Vrije Universiteit, 
Amsterdam and the University of Amsterdam have a Computer/Law Institute and a Department of 
Computer Science and Law respectively. Other universities that have a department devoted to law 
and IT include, Limburg, Leiden Groningen. The Faculty of Law of the University of Tilburg hosts 
an Institute of Language Technology and AI and the Erasmus University, Rotterdam a Centre for 
Computers and Law. Last but not least is the Department of Public Administration of the University 
of Twente which hosted the 1993 JURIX Conference.  

The Foundation for Legal Knowledge Systems, also known as the JURIX Foundation, was founded 
in 1988 and provides a forum in the Netherlands for scientists and researchers in the field of law and 
AI. The Foundation not only hosts meetings but organises an annual international conference. In this 
way it acts as a central organisation for law and information technology in the Netherlands.  

3.4.2 Commercial  

Dutch law is provided online by Kluwer who are also involved in CD-ROM and also have a 
seamless interface.  

ELLIS Publications, part of EPMS bv, are also involved in CD-ROM production in the field of EC 
information. With GINTRAP, a European Guide to Industrial Trading Regulations and Practice, they 
were one of the first organisations to publish a CD-ROM product that contained both European 
Community and Member State law.  

4. European Community Research and Development Programmes  
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4.1 A Brief Outline  

The complete spectrum of European Community research and development activity is complex and 
confusing. It pays therefore, in the best traditions of Hans Kelsen (7), to portray the matrix of 
European Community R&D activity as a hierarchy of framework programmes, sub-activities, 
specific programmes and projects. For convenience, let us assume the hierarchy begins with the four 
Framework Programmes,  
� First Framework Programme (1984-1987),  
� Second Framework Programme (1987-1991),  
� Third Framework Programme (1990-1994),  
� Fourth Framework Programme (1994-1998). The Fourth Framework Programme, which will 
cover research and development for the next few years, is currently going through the final stages of 
approval (8) 

The Framework Programmes are broken down into broad Activities which are further subdivided 
into specific areas. It is within these specific areas that we find the specific programmes that have, in 
the meantime, become familiar to us, such as DELTA, ERASMUS, etc. These specific programmes 
which have to be adopted in their own right by the Council, in turn provide the authority for specific 
projects. For example, the AIM programmes fit into the hierarchy in the following way.  

Activity 2 of the Second Framework Programme is entitled "Towards a large market and an 
information and communications society". Activity 2 is further divided into three parts, 1) 
Information technologies, 2) Telecommunications, 3) New services of common interest including 
transport, where 3) covers AIM I. Adopted by a Council Decision of 4th November 1988, AIM I has 
yielded 43 specific projects.  

In contrast AIM II is derived from Activity 1 of the Third Framework Programme. Activity 1 
entitled "Information and communications technologies" is again sub-divided into three areas,  

1) Information technology, 2) Communications technologies, 3) Development of telematic systems 
of general interest, where 3) covers AIM II. Adopted by the Council Decision of 7th June 1991, AIM 
II has yielded 37 specific projects.  

4.2 The Exploratory Action: AIM I  

AIM stands for Advanced Informatics in Medicine. The full title of AIM I reads "Community Action 
(EEC) in the field of information technology and telecommunications applied to health care (AIM) - 
Exploratory Action. 1988-1989". The 12 month programme had as its objectives,  

"(t)o exploit information technology and telecommunications (IT&T) in order to improve health care 
within the Community by stimulating concentration in medical research, optimising the availability 
of existing care services, assisting in establishing commons standards, and updating the regulatory 
framework for health care throughout the Community (2) "  

AIM I was itself further sub-divided into Action Lines. The first concerned constructing a conceptual 
framework for the use of informatics in medicine and involved looking at medical records, 
communications, information retrieval and decision support systems. The second Action Line looked 
at applying the above to health care whilst the third looked at how best to create a favourable 
environment to receive such developments.  

Examples of projects financed under AIM I are,  

� ASSIST - Assessment of information systems and technologies in medicine,  
� GAMES - A General Architecture for Medical Expert Systems,  
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� IRHIS - An Intelligent Adaptive Information Retrieval (IR) System as a Hospital Information 
System (HIS) front end.  

4.3 The Programme : AIM II  

Building upon the foundations of the Exploratory Action, AIM II whose formal title reads "Specific 
Programme of research and technological development (EEC) in the field of telematic systems in 
areas of general interest - Health Care (AIM) - 1990-1994", set out  

"(t)o stimulate the development of harmonised applications of information and communications 
technologies in health care and the development of a European health-care information infrastructure 
taking into account the needs of users and technological opportunities (2) "  

Like its predecessor, AIM II was also sub-divided into 3 Action Lines. The first action line looked at 
strategies for the use of technologies, telematic systems and services and additionally sought to 
contribute to the definition of common functional specifications. The second action line was devoted 
to the development of telematic technology applied to medicine and the third action line sought to 
produce pilot applications to demonstrate and evaluate the above innovations.  

Examples of projects financed under AIM II are,  

� FEST - Framework for European Services in Telemedicine  
� GAMES II- A General Architecture for Medical Knowledge-Based Systems  
� GALEN - Generalised Architecture for Languages Encyclopaedias and Nomenclatures in 

Medicine  
� SHINE - Strategic Health Informatics Networks for Europe  

The AIM programmes have been accorded such prominence in a paper about law and information 
technology for two very specific reasons.  

Firstly, the AIM programmes may be regarded as, what in Germany would be referred to as a 
"Vorbild" or role-model. They indicate what can be achieved with European Community R&D 
programmes and, perhaps more importantly, how it can be achieved. For instance, declarations of 
interest led to an exploratory action which in turn spawned a fully fledged programme. Additionally, 
the AIM programmes are also useful for comparative purposes in that some of the problems they 
have had to tackle, namely,  

� a complex and fragmented European market,  
� a lack of stable, commonly defined objectives,  
� a basic lack of standards (Lacombe, 1991),  

find parallels in legal education and the provision of legal services.  

The second reason concerns the legal aspects of these projects. In many ways they act as pointers to 
the legal environment of the future. Not only will there be data protection and liability issues to 
contend with, these developments will alter the relationships between medical staff themselves and 
between medical staff and patients. All of which the law and lawyers will have to deal with in the 
event of disputes!  

4.4 Programmes and Projects for Lawyers  

The most up-to-date and comprehensive source of information on EC research and development is 
provided by the CORDIS database. As neither "law" nor "legal" are to be found in the subject index, 
we are forced to look for documents using a global search across all the text fields. Such a search in 
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the RTD-Projects sub-database yields almost 200 hits. Half of these however refer to the study of 
law, often connected with a language, in the context of the ERASMUS Programme which as 
mentioned earlier, aims to further the exchange of staff and students across universities in Europe.  

Of the hits left, a few refer to scientific laws. Most however refer to "a legal framework" or the 
"legal aspects" of a programme and, although indicate work for lawyers, are not examples of projects 
where the law itself or its administration, is the object of the project. Examples of the latter are,  

Foundations of Legal reasoning 

An ESPRIT 2 project, this project established a working party who conducted an interdisciplinary 
investigation into the foundations of legal reasoning in order to determine the basis for the "correct 
application of artificial intelligence to law".  

NOMOS - Knowledge Acquisition for Normative Reasoning Systems  

An ESPRIT 2 project, NOMOS is devoted to the development of tools for knowledge acquisition 
and reasoning for application in the normative field. The overall aim being to develop expert systems 
offering legal advice.  

SUPERDOC - A Set of Software Tools for a Document Workstation  

An ESPRIT 2 project, SUPERDOC set out to produce a set of software tools for the automated 
production of documents whose construction follows a definable set of rules.  

ALDUS - Artificial Legal Draftsman for Use in Sales 

An ESPRIT 2 project, ALDUS undertook a study of the technical feasibility and marketing potential 
of an intelligent decision support system for drawing up sales contracts.  

DOCS - Document Logistics 

An ESPRIT 3 project, DOCS aims to improve the management of documents providing evidence of 
cases as used in the legal and insurance business using conceptual retrieval techniques.  

The CORDIS database also allows us to establish who have declared themselves as partners. Again, 
very few law schools are listed, although a few law firms are.  

5. Where are the lawyers?  

Despite the "broad brush" treatment of the information given, this overview illustrates quite clearly 
that research and development in law and information technology in the EC Member States is not 
reflected in EC funded R&D programmes. This is sure to have consequences for the changing legal 
environment of the future.  

An obvious question is why is law so badly represented in EU R&D programmes? Based on our own 
experience I would offer the following reasons.  

1. The gulf is not due to lack of interest: Online Consultants has submitted many proposals as have 
other organisations. However, a positive result has been difficult to achieve. It is often the case that 
there is no pigeon hole in the receiving organisation to fit us into. A case in point in this respect is 
the lack of the terms "law" or "legal" in the CORDIS subject index.  

2. The cause of law and IT lacks a European lobby: The issue here is that a lobby assumes contacts 
and a consensus. Despite the best intention of pioneers this is still lacking. The problems lie in the 
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intensely nationalistic outlook of the law. Although there are initiatives to overcome this, teaching of 
law and its practice are still hampered by the legacy of nationalist thinking.  

3. The links between players is weak: This has two parts:  

(i) The link between universities could be stronger. By this I mean a link having sufficient strength 
that someone can commit their organisation plus resources, to an EC project within four weeks.  

(ii) This paper has highlighted the still present lack of contact between commerce and academics.  

6. Perspectives for the Future  

One of the immediate tasks before us is to get to know each other better. A European dialogue 
amongst law and information technology specialists will hopefully generate a consensus which in 
turn can be moulded into a lobby to promote the cause of law and information technology in Europe. 
Existing structures offer numerous opportunities to "get to know each other". To take just two 
examples, the Constitutions of BILETA and a kind of German equivalent, the "EDV -Gerichtstag" 
state respectively,  

"2. Objectives 

(f) To liaise and foster links with national and international organisations of academics, 
legal practitioners and technologists"  

> and 

"§ 2 Objectives, Tasks 

to promote cooperation between lawyers and information scientists in a supraregional 
and European context and to bring together their expertise in the common area of legal 
and information technology tasks."  

Perhaps both of these organisations could open a European section? 

Generally speaking the emphasis must now be placed on depth of contact; that the network of 
individual contacts be supplemented by institutional contacts. By depth I mean a level of contact 
where the parties have declared a willingness and, in terms of resources, an ability to participate in 
European Community research and development programmes. Hopefully, a network of such contacts 
would alleviate the problem of having to find willing and able partners in an impossibly short space 
of time, which at the moment constantly plagues bid submissions.  

At Online Consultants International we have founded the LITE Initiative as a means of encouraging 
law and information technology organisations to "get to know each other".  

LITE stands for Law and Information Technology for Europe. The LITE Initiative will be 
maintained by OCI R&D Services and will last for the duration of the Fourth Framework 
Programme, i.e. until 1998 and for the most part will be financed through sales of Artificial 
Intelligence on CD-ROM.  

The aim of the LITE Initiative is to increase the participation of academic, commercial and other 
organisations in the field of law and IT in the European Community RTD programmes. Long term 
the initiative will work towards the creation of and lobby for specific law and informatics 
programmes akin to the AIM programrnes for health care.  
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More details of the LITE Initiative may be obtained from the OCI R&D Services.  

7. Conclusion  

In summary, this paper argues the view that the cause of law and information technology would 
greatly profit from a European dimension.  

Putting "evil taxes" aside for the moment, there is much we could learn from those developments 
that contributed towards the completion of the Single Market. One such contribution was the 
Cecchini Report (Cecchini, 1988) which, arguing for the benefits of a single market, demonstrated 
that the failure to achieve a single market within the European Community was costing the Member 
States millions of ECU, not to mention lost opportunities.  

There is much to be said for adopting this line of argument, namely that the costs, both financial and 
political, of not investing in law and information technology in Europe are likely to be high.  

Notes  

1. Copies of the Magna Carta are now available from a variety of information systems, BBS and 
INTERNET sites. This version was downloaded from CompuServe.  

2. Further information on all the RTD programmes referred to in this paper may be found in the 
CORDIS database, available through the ECHO host. CORDIS is by far the most comprehensive 
source of information on EU RTD activity. For more information contact the CORDIS RTD Help 
Desk. Tel: +352-4301-33161 Fax: +352-4301-32084  

3. See ECJ cases, Case 26162, Van Gend & Loos [1963] ECR 1 and later Case 6/64, Costa v ENEL 
[1964] ECR 585.  

4. The project was entitled "THE UNIVERSITY EDP CELL AS A VEHICLE FOR PROMOTING 
ACTIVE COMPARATIVE LAW" but alas the bid was unsuccessful.  

5. See IMPACT 2, INTERACTIVE MULTIMEDIA, Project Summary Sheets for the Definition 
Phase (Jan-July 1993) at page 62. For more information contact the IMPACT Central Office. Tel: 
+353-3498-1222, Fax: +352-4301-32847.  

6. See ECJ cases, Case C-376/92, Metro SB-Gro§märkte GmbH & Co v Cartier SA and Case C-
470/93, Verein gegen Unwesen in Handel und Gewerke Köln v Mars. References to both of these 
cases may be found in PROCEEDINGS OF THE COURT OF JUSTICE AND THE COURT OF 
FIRST INSTANCE OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES, No.1/94.  

7. This remark is more than whimsical as behind the "hierarchy of framework programmes, sub-
activities, specific programmes and projects" there is indeed a hierarchy of legislative provisions  

8. Developments are best followed by regularly consulting the CORDIS RTD-News database. See 
note 2.  
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